Spring planting conditions throughout Iowa were excellent and ahead of historical planting records. In general, drought conditions were evident and field in western Iowa, in particular, were stressed. Abnormally dry or moderate drought conditions persisted throughout the entire growing season. 
Population fluctuations between locations and years is typical soybean aphid dynamics for Iowa. Soybean aphids arrived on soybean in July, which is average for Iowa. Soybean aphid colonization was initially patchy and continued to grow at a slow pace. 
I was able to complete proposed work, including research and extension related to soybean aphid management. I established a foliar insecticide efficacy evaluation at one location in 2021 (ISU Northwest Research Farm). I had 25+ treatments at this location; however, aphids did not approach the economic threshold.  
Soybean gall midge continues to emerge as an economic pest in Iowa. Three new counties were confirmed with infestations (total of 31 counties), and expanded to over 120 total counties in five states (IA, MN, MO, NE, SD). I dedicated many extension programs to soybean gall midge and spoke about the limited information on biology, life cycle and management. Overall, severity of commercial fields was less than in 2019 and infestations tended to be more scattered within fields. I established efficacy evaluations at two locations in 2021. Multiple chemistries and sites of application were used, but emphasis was placed on suppressing overwintering adult establishment. Our 25+ treatments did not appear to delay or effectively suppress larval feeding. 
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